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As global markets start out 2013, few commodities have a more
uncertain outlook than corn. In the wake of last year’s rally to a
multi-decade high with planted acreage of more than 97 million
acres, many analysts are projecting that 2013 could see planted
acreage in excess of 99 million acres. There has been wild variation
in moisture levels for key US production areas. Many regions in
the Western Corn Belt have been under drought, while portions
of the Eastern Corn Belt have had plentiful moisture during the
fall and winter. When you factor in uncertain South American
production with volatile feed and ethanol demand, ending stocks
for the 2013/14 crop have as much potential for climbing above
3 billion bushels as for falling below 1 billion bushels.

With all of those factors likely to be in play, the price of December
Corn is quiet capable of moving several dollars in either direction
by the end of the year. It will be difficult for either speculators or
hedgers to maintain any single trading bias over the course of
the upcoming season. It may prove to be much more beneficial
to go looking for volatility during 2013, as there is little chance
that corn prices are going to stay subdued and remain within a
tight trading range. Current new crop corn prices offer near-
record profitability for producers, which is one of the key reasons
we expect to see a sharp increase in planted acreage this year.

US Corn Yield: Actual vs. Trends

2012: 123.4

100

110

120

130

140

150

160

170

90 92 94 96 98 00 02 04 06 08 10 12 14 16

Crop Year Beginning

b
u

 /
 a

c
re

Actual
Yield

Trend
Including
2012

Trend
Excluding
2012

Trendlines Computed Back to 1960Sources: USDA & Hightower

141 W. Jackson Boulevard

Suite 1600A

Chicago, Illinois 60604

312-242-7000

The information in this report may be considered dated upon its release and should not be considered interpersonal advice. This report
is merely an opinion on the market and is a reflection of conditions as of its publication. Market conditions change! Traders should not
consider entering positions without their own independent analysis of the market’s current situation, nor without further consideration
of any changes to the information contained herein that may have occurred since this report was written. The authors are not
responsible for any verbal or written claims and opinions that might be provided in conjunction with this report. The trading suggestions
contained herein have been provided merely as a general guide and only for the purpose of quantifying the authors’ opinions.

This report includes information from sources believed to be reliable but no independent verification has been made and we do not
guarantee its accuracy or completeness. Opinions expressed are subject to change without notice. This report should not be construed
as a request to engage in any transaction involving the purchase or sale of a futures contract and/or commodity option thereon. The
risk of loss in trading futures contracts or commodity options can be substantial, and investors should carefully consider the inherent
risks of such an investment in light of their financial condition. Any reproduction or retransmission of this report without the express
written consent of The Hightower Report is strictly prohibited.
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USDA SUPPLY/DEMAND

US CORN Jan Jan Jan

USDA USDA USDA

06-07 07-08 08-09 09-10 10-11 11-12 12-13 Low Trend High

Planted Area (M Acres) 78.3 93.5 86.0 86.4 88.2 91.9 97.2 99.0 99.0 99.0

Harvested Area (Acres) 70.6 86.5 78.6 79.5 81.4 84.0 87.4 90.6 90.6 90.6

Yield (Bu/Acre) 149.1 150.7 153.9 164.7 152.8 147.2 123.4 149.7 157.6 164.0

Beginning Stocks (M Bu) 1,967 1,304 1,624 1,673 1,708 1,128 989 602 602 602

Production 10,531 13,038 12,092 13,092 12,447 12,360 10,780 13,561 14,276 14,856

Imports 12 20 14 8 28 29 100 100 100 100

  Supply, Total 12,510 14,362 13,729 14,774 14,182 13,516 11,869 14,263 14,978 15,558

Feed & Residual 5,540 5,858 5,182 5,125 4,795 4,548 4,450 5,000 5,000 5,000

Food, Seed & Industry 3,541 4,442 5,025 5,961 6,426 6,437 5,867 6,267 6,267 6,267

  Ethanol for Fuel 2,119 3,049 3,709 4,591 5,019 5,011 4,500 4,900 4,900 4,900

  Domestic Total 9,081 10,300 10,207 11,086 11,221 10,985 10,317 11,267 11,267 11,267

Total Exports 2,125 2,437 1,849 1,980 1,834 1,543 950 1,400 1,400 1,400

   Use, Total 11,207 12,737 12,056 13,066 13,055 12,527 11,267 12,667 12,667 12,667

Ending Stocks 1,304 1,624 1,673 1,708 1,128 989 602 1,596 2,311 2,891

Stocks/Use Ratio 11.6% 12.8% 13.9% 13.1% 8.6% 7.9% 5.3% 12.6% 18.2% 22.8%

2013/14 Projections

      ------ Yield Estimates ------

As we stated above, current forecasts call for corn planted area
to reach 99 million acres for the 2013/14 season. If weather
conditions stay close to normal and the crop reaches a simple
trendline yield of 157.6 bushels-per-acre yield (based on data
from 1960 to present), this would bring total US production to
14.27 billion bushels, 3.009 billion bushels above the estimated
usage for 2012/13. Keep in mind that at their Outlook Conference
in February 2012, the USDA projected a corn yield for 2013/14 of
164.0 per bushels-per-acre if weather conditions are normal.

The enclosed table shows projections of ending stocks based
on various yield estimates. (For our estimates, we increased corn
usage for 2013/14 by 1.4 billion bushels, so we are already
assuming a very strong demand outlook.) A trendline yield would
result in with an ending stocks forecast of 2.3 billion bushels
and a stocks/usage ratio of 18.2%. This is up sharply from 2012/
13, for which the USDA currently estimating ending stocks at
602 million bushels and the stocks/use ratio at 5.3%. A 164.0
yield this summer, which is what the USDA was forecasting a
year ago, would result in ending stocks at nearly 3 billion bushels
and a stocks/use ratio of 22%, a 21-year high.
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US Corn Returns per Acre
Value of Production Less Operating Costs

a/o January 7, 2013
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October 5, 2012

Next Week’s Economic Focus
The past week has brought 
mixed economic data for the 
U.S., with a string of positive 
numbers followed by very weak 
Factory Orders. A number 
of multinational companies 
have released dismal forward 
guidance. And with the start 
of the next earnings cycle, the 
markets could be presented 
with justification as to why 
almost every central bank on the 
planet is advocating easing! Th e 
stock market has been sending 
off  signals that conditions are 
improving, but it is heading 
into a highly uncertain period 
with the upcoming election. 
And while it also possible the 
market found some relief from 
the results of the Presidential 
debate and on hopes that Spain 
would fi nally ask for an offi  cial 
bailout, a rally off  Spain asking 
for a bailout would be suspect, 

and it might be a tall order for 
Romney to overcome a widely-
heralded, populous candidate 
against a tide of adverse media. 

Ongoing strength in gasoline 
prices in the face of a slowing 
global economy suggests that 
the U.S. is struggling to replace 
its periodically idled ethanol 
output. Despite slackening 
implied gasoline demand, U.S. 
gasoline stocks have fallen to 
their lowest levels since 2008. 
Reports that both gasoline and 

corn are being imported from 
Brazil (corn to feed ethanol 
plants on the Eastern Seaboard) 
and some very signifi cant single-
day gains in RBOB prices off 
isolated refi nery glitches suggest 
that the gasoline market could 
be signaling another test of the 
2008 highs. If you think ethanol 
demand for corn will remain 
low, think again, especially if 
nearby RBOB prices rise above 
$3.50 a gallon.  

major economic 
events
October 9
 - IMF Annual Meeting
 - Q3 Earnings Cycle Begins

October 10
 - Fed Beige Book

October 11
 - Jobless Claims
 - International Trade
 - US Vice Presidential Debate

October 12
 - Chinese Trade Balance
 - Produce Price Index
 - Consumer Sentiment

our opinion… market by market
Market *

Stocks Earnings season a challenge to QE longs. S

Bonds Overbought almost corrected. L

Dollar Sub 79 $ too cheap for current uncertainties. L

Euro Barrage of easing talk temporarily lifted the Euro. S

Gold Without perpetual easing the bulls should falter. S

Silver $36 silver probably requires positive economics. S

Copper Rally off Factory Order decline hints at a top. S

Crude Slowing economy overstated, a low soon at $85? L

Gasoline Tight supply & refi nery problems; buy breaks. L

Nat Gas Short term overbought, supply build negative. S

Soybeans May have priced in a bigger yield already. L

Corn Still has demand issues with export/ethanol. S

Wheat Still not competitive and weather improving. S

Hogs Producer losses and upside in pork limited. S

L Cattle Some back and fi ll but uptrend ahead on supply. L

Sugar Still large supply but funds active buyers. L

Coffee Early fl owering in Brazil but more rain ahead. S

Cocoa Increasing supply and better growing weather. S

Cotton Correcting oversold but more active harvest. S

* For traders/commercialwho need to be in a market, L = Long, S=Short

this issue
Fundamental Trades:

Bullish: Treasury Bonds

Bearish: Crude Oil

Spreads:

BUY Nov/SELL Jan Soybeans

BUY Corn/SELL Wheat

US New Orders - Durable Goods

Percent Change from Year Ago
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The USDA Outlook Conference last year pegged ending stocks
for 2012/13 at 1.6 billion bushels, and this helped push December
2012 Corn to a low of $5.06 by June 15th, 2012, before the drought
hit. This year’s Outlook Conference is likely to project an even
higher ending stocks estimate than last year.

The forecasts shown in the table on page 2 illustrate that
December 2013 Corn is already holding a very high weather
premium. Even if yield comes in 5% below the trendline at 149.7
bushels-per-acre, ending stocks will still jump to 1.59 billion
bushels with a stocks/usage ratio of 12.6%.

In several issues of our Weekly Market Letter, from November,
December and January, and in Special Reports from late 2012, we
have presented producer hedge strategies that provide leveraged
downside protection while leaving some upside potential. At
this point, we strongly recommend that producers take action to
protect against the potential volatility ahead.

Here are some hedge ideas for producers:

1) At the very least, producers should buy some puts to protect
the considerable profitability for producing corn.

2) In order to position for a potential spring weather rally,
producers could consider forward contracting a portion of their
new crop corn, then selling 1 July Corn futures and buying 2
July $7.30 calls. A price break into the planting season could
help pay for a good portion of the premium spent on the calls.
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3) More experienced option hedgers could consider selling 1
December Corn $6.00 put near 60 cents and then buying 5
December Corn $5.00 puts at 17 cents each. At a net cost of 25
cents, the spread will protect the producer on a sharp break
into the planting season while leaving the upside open. The
hedger can also consider selling a December Corn $6.70 call
for 25 cents as an additional leg to this strategy. This would
limit the upside, but it would also pull the net cost of the spread
down to 0 (zero) cents. (See our November Special Report for
a full explanation of this type of hedge.)

If December corn drops $1.37 to the $4.50 level over the next 90
days, the 5 by 1 spread, for which the producer paid 25 cents,
should be trading near $1.79. This is a gain of $1.54 on the hedge.
If December corn drops by $1.87 down to the $4.00 level during
the next 90 days, the 5 by 1 spread should be trading near $3.25.
This would represent a gain of $3.00 on the hedge. *

The enclosed chart illustrates what the effective hedge price
would be at various price levels for December corn. These are
values as of April 28th, about 90 days from now. Clearly, this is a
hedge that will benefit from volatility over the next 90 days. If
corn breaks to $4.00, the effective hedge price will be around
$7.00 per bushel, as the downside leverage of the hedge will kick
in. The upside is wide open except for the 25 cents that was paid
to establish the hedge.

The benefits of this volatility hedge will be felt if December corn
makes a significant move in either direction. The downside is
leveraged, so the producer may be overhedged on a significant
break. The other benefit is a relative low cost relative to simply
buying an at-the-money put, which is currently valued near 52
cents.

A drawback to the hedge would occur if the market were to fail to
show much volatility over the next three months and December
corn simply drifted lower. But given the current fundamental
setup, either a severe drought in the Western Corn Belt or just
“normal” weather could result in substantial price volatility. Keep
in mind that for the past five years the average range for
December corn in the 15 months prior to expiration has been
$3.05. Since September 20th, December 2013 corn has traded in a
range of only 77 cents.

*Option values are based on pricing models and are not
guaranteed.

2013 December Corn Producer Hedge Strategy
Effective Hedge Prices as of April 28th, 2013*
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For this strategy, when Dec 2013 Corn 
futures are at $4.02 the Effective Hedge 

Price is aproximately $6.97 1/4.

*Values Are Based on Option Pricing 
Models and Are Not Guaranteed

Source: CQG


